





their newspapers. Assistant Secretary of
the Navy Theodore Roosevelt famously
welcomed a war to boost morale in the

United States, and President William -

McKinley was in search of foreign mar-
kets for the country’s surplus products.
Underlying the intervention was a search
for political and economic expansion.

As an alleged statement of its high-
minded objectives, the Teller Amend-
ment declared that the United States had
no intention of annexing Cuba. Politi-
cians were quiet, however, on the other
Spanish possessions of Puerto Rico and
Guam, which they subsequently occu-
pied. The United States also imposed
the Platt Amendment on Cuba that from
1901 to 1934 permitted unilateral inter-
vention into the internal affairs of that
country. Cuba also signed a treaty that
granted the United States access to a coal-
ing station at Guantdnamo Bay, although
subsequent uses of that base have been in
violation of the treaty.

The 1898 war introduced a period of
greatly expanded U.S. interventions into
Latin American affairs, with 34 inter-
ventions in nine countries over the next
three decades. In 1903, the United States
helped engineer a coup to separate Pan-
ama from the rest of Colombia to gain
more favorable terms to build a canal
through the isthmus. In 1903, European
powers blockaded Venezuela to collect
debts, and in the process excluded the
United States. This development led to
the 1904 Roosevelt Corollary to the Mon-
roe Doctrine in which President Theodore
Roosevelt declared that the United States
had the right to police Caribbean areas.
In 1905, the United States implemented
this policy by placing the Dominican Re-
public in customs receivership. Exten-
sive and repeated U.S. interventions also
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look place in Haiti and Nicaragua in the
first decades of the 20th century. In the
Dominican Republic in 1916, the United
States military began an eight-year oc-
cupation that was very similar to formal
European imperialism. U.S. military of-
ficers not only dismantled the legislature
but also occupied for themselves the top
posts of the executive, including appoint-
ing a military governor who directly gov-
erned Dominicans.

After a 20-year break inspired by
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Good Neigh-
bor Policy, the United States resumed a
practice of intervening either overtly or
covertly in the affairs of other American
states when their policies ran counter to
those of its perceived economic or politi-
cal interests (Guatemala in 1954, Cuba
in 1961, Chile in 1973, among others).
By the end of the 20th century, the most
egregious forms of imperial intervention
were not overt military adventures but
neoliberal economic policies designed to
benefit an industrial core at a cost to an
underdeveloped periphery. U.S. imperi-
alist policies continued into the 21st cen-
tury with support for coups against leftist
governments in Venezuela in 2002, Haiti
in 2004, and Honduras in 2009.

Latin American governments raised
repeated challenges to U.S. imperial en-
deavors. In 1868, the Argentine jurist
Carlos Calvo articulated an argument that
international private investments assume
an inherent risk and cannot appeal to ex-
ternal diplomatic or military intervention
on its behalf. Furthermore, disputes have
to be resolved in local courts instead of in
the investor’s home country. The Calvo
Doctrine was one of the first Latin Amer-
ican attempts to force the United States
to recognize the international principle of
nonintervention.
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