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FEATURED Q&A

Will Protests Force
Ecuador’s Correa
to Backtrack?
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Despite vocal opposition to some of his policies, Ecuadorean President Rafael Correa has
enjoyed high approval ratings. // File Photo: Ecuadorean Government.

Critics of Ecuadorean President Rafael Correa are planning

a one-day national strike on Thursday to protest government

moves including a law that revised state contributions to

pensions and a temporarily shelved proposal to boost inher-
itance taxes. Despite the vocal opposition to Correa’s agenda, the pres-
ident had the approval of 65 percent of respondents in Quito in a poll
released July 14 by CIEES, with similar levels of support in Guayaquil
and Cuenca. Will the protests lead Correa to backtrack on his proposals?
To what can Correa attribute his popularity in recent polls? How well is
he managing Ecuador’s economy?

Francisco Borja, Ecuador’s ambassador to the United States:
“President Rafael Correa's approval rating is easy to under-
stand when we look at the results of the policies that his ad-
ministration has implemented over the last eight years, which
have reduced the country's poverty to 25.5 percent from 37.6 percent; ex-
treme poverty to 8.6 percent from 16.9 percent; and unemployment to 3.8
percent, the lowest in Latin America. During his administration, Ecuador’s
GDP has doubled, and investment in education increased to 2.1 percent
of GDP. Despite the great progress our country has achieved, challeng-
es remain that the government is working to address. The proposed
laws are designed to enable our country’s economy to continue to grow
without affecting the day-to-day lives of the majority of our citizens. The
government suspended its proposed legislation recognizing the impor-
tance of communicating to all Ecuadoreans the goals and details of its
proposed reforms. In line with this inclusive approach, and abiding by the
government’s promise to promote national dialogue on these issues, the

Continued on page 3

TODAY’'S NEWS

POLITICAL

Violence, Delays
Mar Haiti

Legislative Vote

The impoverished Caribbean
country’s long-delayed legislative
elections were held Sunday, but
violence closed at least three
polling places in Port-au-Prince
and voters were forced to wait
for hours because ballots did not
arrive on time at some polling
stations.

Page 2

ECONOMIC

Strong Winds,
Rain Force Chile
Mine Closures

Deadly storms affected several

parts of the country and forced

Codelco to halt some operations.
Page 2

POLITICAL

Argentina’s Scioli
Leads in Primary

Argentine Presidential candidate
Daniel Scioli led the field in the
country’s presidential primary

on Sunday. The partial results in-
creased the likelihood of a runoff
in November between Scioli and
opposition candidate Mauricio
Macri.
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Scioli // File Photo: Argentine Gov-
ernment.
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POLITICAL NEWS

Ruling Party’s Scioli
Leads in Argentine
Presidential Primary

Daniel Scioli, the candidate of Argentina's
ruling Judicialist party, led the field in Sunday’s
presidential primary, though the results showed
that a November runoff is likely after the coun-
try's October general election. With 87 percent
of the votes counted, Scioli, the governor of
Buenos Aires province, led with 36.5 percent

‘ Argentina has found
a way. It is evident
that with this result
there is a clear will to
continue advancing
toward a great future.”
— Daniel Scioli

of the vote, the Financial Times reported.
Buenos Aires Mayor Mauricio Macri of the
opposition Cambiemos coalition trailed with
31.4 percent, and Congressman Sergio Massa,
a dissident Peronist, was in third place with
20.5 percent of the vote. “Argentina has found
a way. It is evident that with this result there

is a clear will to continue advancing toward a
great future,” Scioli told supporters in a speech
that also praised outgoing President Cristina
Fernandez de Kirchner and her late husbhand
and predecessor Néstor Kirchner. Macri also
sought to rally his supporters late Sunday.
“Tonight an alternative has been consolidat-
ed,” said Macri. “We have to unite, because
united we are more.” Unlike primaries in other
countries, Argentina’s primary is less about
which candidates will be selected to lead their
parties’ tickets in the general election and more
about which candidates have enough support
to become the country’s next president, Agence
France-Presse reported. Sunday’s results
increased the likelihood of a second round in

November, analysts said. In order to win in the
first round on Oct. 25, a candidate must win ei-
ther 45 percent of the vote or 40 percent with a
10 percentage point lead over the second-place
candidate, the Financial Times reported. If the
election goes to a runoff, the results of the
second round could be determined by which
candidate, Scioli or Macri, receives the bulk of
Massa'’s supporters if Massa fails to advance.
[Editor’s note: See Q&A on Argentina’s election
in the Aug. 3 issue of the Advisor.]

Heavy Winds, Rain
Force Chile Mines to
Suspend Operations

A number of mines in major copper producer
Chile took precautions and suspended oper-
ations over the weekend as heavy winds and
rain battered the nation's coastline, Reuters re-
ported Sunday. Strong storms affected Chile’s
coast, from Arica in the normally-dry northern
Antofagasta desert down to Los Rios in the
south, killing at least five people and affecting
at least another 1,000, who are being housed in
shelters after evacuating or losing their homes,
according to emergency service Onemi. Anoth-
er 120,000 people were left without electricity.
Mudslides wiped out roads in the city of Toco-
pilla in the Antofagasta region, causing at least
three deaths, according to local media reports.
More than 15 millimeters of rain (0.6 inch) of
rain fell in the region in under six hours, the
interior ministry said. After months of drought,
an El Nifio weather pattern is bringing warmer
waters down the coastal region and leading

to heavy rains, Bloomberg News reported. In
March, Chile’s northern region saw its worst
storms and flooding in decades. Chilean state-
owned mining company Codelco said Sunday it
had suspended its second-largest copper mine,
Chuquicamata, as a safety measure. Another
smaller mine halted work Sunday morning, but
had resumed operation by the evening. Mining
company Antofagasta said all of its mines
were operating normally.

NEWS BRIEFS

Violence, Long Delays Mar
Haiti Legislative Elections

Haiti's legislative elections on Sunday were
marred by fistfights that resulted in the closure
of at least three polling places as partisans
tried to visibly stuff ballot boxes, the Associ-
ated Press reported. The balloting was also
marked by arrests of people attempting to vote
multiple times and delays at polling stations
because ballots had not arrived. The election
aims to fill the Parliament, which was dissolved
in January because of nearly four years of
delays in holding elections.

Brazilian Radio Journalist
Killed in Ceara State

Brazilian radio journalist Gleydson Carvalho on
Thursday was shot and killed in his studio in
the town of Camocim in the state of Ceard in
what police believe was a politically-motivated
killing, Agence France-Presse reported. Police
said they have identified and are searching for
a main suspect and have already arrested two
men linked to the suspect. Local media have
reported that Carvalho received threats related
to his work. Brazil is the third most dangerous
country for journalists in Latin America, accord-
ing to Reporters Without Borders.

Cuban Government
Arrests 90 Dissidents

Cuba on Sunday arrested about 90 activists,
around 50 linked to the Ladies in White activist
Group as well as another 40, some of whom
were wearing masks with the image of U.S.
President Barack Obama, Agence France-Pres-
se reported. Some protesters criticized the
thaw in U.S.-Cuba relations and said the Cuban
government had grown bolder since diplomatic
relations between the nations have improved.
The arrests came just days before U.S. Secre-
tary of State John Kerry is scheduled to arrive
in Havana for the inauguration of the reopened
U.S. embassy.

COPYRIGHT © 2015, INTER-AMERICAN DIALOGUE


http://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/LAA150803.pdf

LATIN AMERICA ADVISOR

Monday, August 10, 2015

FEATURED Q&A / Continued from page 1

government has already held 696 meetings
with more than 3,600 people in the 48 days
since the president called for this national
debate. The government also acknowledges
those groups of people and opposition lead-
ers who are discontented with the govern-
ment's proposals and are promoting protests
and strikes, many of whom are seeking to
advance personal political ambitions. Yet,
they have a voice and are being listened to."

Adam Isacson, senior associate
for the regional security policy
program at the Washington Of-
fice on Latin America: “Despite
a rising tide of protests, and though his poll
numbers are actually lower than in the recent
past, Rafael Correa remains one of very few
current Latin American presidents whose
approval ratings exceed 50 percent. Despite
a reputation for being thin-skinned and polar-
izing, Correa benefits from relatively prudent
management of income from the commodity
boom that lifted Latin American economies
until about 2013. The country is dotted with
major infrastructure projects, schools, and
health clinics, and living standards have
risen notably since 2007. The Correa govern-
ment's strong influence over media coverage
undoubtedly boosts public perceptions
of him too. Correa’s popularity is fragile,
though. His party fared surprisingly poorly in
February’s local elections. And now, with oil
and other commodity prices remaining low,
his government is feeling the fiscal pinch:
hence the proposed pension reform and oth-
er cost-cutting measures. These measures
are likely to cost Correa some of his popu-
larity, and the opposition, with its so-called
‘People’s National Strike, hopes to maximize
that. They calculate that a weakened Correa
will be more inclined to keep his word and
abstain from seeking another re-election in
2017. With the opposition seeing opportu-
nity and Correa accusing them of plotting a
coup, the likelihood of compromise or back-
tracking is small. If they wish to make a dent
in Correa's popularity, though, the national

strike’s organizers will need a large, peaceful
turnout. A relative lack of participation, or
outbreaks of violence, will play to President
Correa’s advantage, and could even bolster
his popularity.”

Marc Becker, professor of
history at Truman State
University: “Correa groups all
of his opponents together as if

they represent one single, united effort to de-

stabilize his government, but it is important
to recognize divisions in the opposition.
While conservatives oppose his proposals
to raise inheritance and capital gains taxes,
those who are leading the current protests
represent marginalized and impoverished
sectors of society who benefit from such a
redistribution of wealth. Indigenous move-
ments that are currently leading a protest
march from the southeastern Amazon to
the capital city of Quito are not calling for

a rollback of Correa’s economic agenda,
but rather the realization of the promises
codified in the progressive 2008 Constitu-
tion. Their demands include a restoration of
the autonomy of the intercultural bilingual
education program, free access to public
education and a halt to the plunder of
natural resources as promoted by new land,

water and mining laws. In July, the Confeder-

ation of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador
(CONAIE) ratified its ‘commitment to defeat
the capitalist economic model built upon
the exploitation of oil and mining resources.’
Instead, they called for the establishment of
‘an alternative community-based economy
based on the principles of a plurinational
state.” Quite clearly, these are not the goals
of the conservative opposition that under
previous governments profited from the
privatization of public resources. Hopefully,
the current protests will pressure Correa to
advance rather than backtrack on a progres-
sive economic agenda that will benefit the
majority the majority of people in Ecuador. It
is those policies that previously earned him
such high approval ratings.”
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