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Sub ject: COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN ECUADOR

' As of possible interest to you, there is attached hereto a report
conceraning Commmunist activities in Ecuador recently received from a confidemtial N
N

and reliable source.

It will be noted that Ecuadoran Commnists contemplate the formation @)
of a country-wide anti-Fascist organization which will opera,te as a Communist Q
fromt, Your attention is also directed to information eoncerning the formation ’)
of a secret leftist youth organization kmown as "Juvedtud Socialista Unificada™, f}
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This information has been made available to the American Emba.ssy, Mj.l:.ta.rym
Attache, and Naval Attache in Quito, Ecuador,
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Quito, eusdor

1AL ANTI-FASCIST CONFERENCE

The following information comcerning the Conferencis Frovineial {Anti- i ‘
faseiste de Pichincha (Frovineisl Anti-Fasecist Conference) held in Yuite, Seua- N

dor, from September 20 - 27, 1943, wes furnished by reliable and confidential e
Source A who took an active part ia the preparstions for and the carrying out

of the program.
On September 13, 1945, a meeting of the Urgenizing Committee of the

Conference was held in the quarters of the MOVIMIENTO ANTIFASCISTA DEL ECUADOR _
in uite. Delegates were present from the Communist Farty, the Antifescist

Movement, Union Democratiea del Beuador, emd most of the Labor Unions, includ~- s
ing those of the Teachers, Shoemakers, Shoe-blacks, Carpenters; the Spanish 73
Republicans (by MANUZL OCANA DORADO), and the Free Germens (by HERBERT MAY KATZ
and WERNER FALK)., RAYMOND JEAN MERICUNT (COUSSEGAL) of Quito, orgemizer of the
Conference, stated that other Free Croups had beern invited but apparently had
not sent any representatives, although u delegate might be expected later from

the Czech group.

Mr. WANUEL OCANA (DORADC, was designated Chal men of the meeting emd
various resolutions were pessed for the conduct of the Conference during the
week of September 20th through 27th, the first session to be held the evening
of the 20th in a room in the Central University. On Tuesday, September 2lst,
another meeting of the Urganizing Committee was scheduled; on ¥ednesday the var-
dous committees appointed from the members of the Conference would confer; on
Thursdsy asnother Crpanizing Committee meeting; and on Friday the sub=Committees
would again confer; on Saturday the final full session was scheduled in a meeting
hell in the University. At this first meeting of the Organizing Committee the
general program to be approved by the Conference was stated by MERIGUET to be the
formation of locel AntieFescist Committees in all parts of the country, to be
undted ia one sincle central organizstion, and thus %o waify intifascists throush-
“ ‘m" . ' ’ P P . 4 . ) ; S o i B g y

4t the opening session of the Conference on September 20, 1943, the
first spesker was an ettarney nsmed ISAAC SANIGS, delegate from the ALLANZA
tial candidacy of exiled Jiui MARIA VILASCO IBARRA in the elections of the spring
of 1944, There have been no imdications thus far that SANTOS is connected with o

¥
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the FCA (Communist Party of Hcuador), He called all Anti-Faseists of th
nity" but 4lso an element of Sconomic liberty. He indicated that in Amerios we =
were doing no more than "play" st Democracy, and that in Heuador industry and ¢
the’economy must be reorganized to give the pecple $rue sccnomic fresd %

The second spesker was RAYMOND JEAN MSRIGUET (COUSSEGAL), Fremeh o




mmu » Who spoke on the subject of "The Fight Against Fascism,” He made a
"Brief analysis of Fascism %o illustrate the principal points against which the
nited NeSions are fighting.

Third on the program was FRIMITIVO BARRETO of Quito, delegate from the
UNION SINDICAL DEL FICHINCGEA snd incidentally ome of the leaders in Quito of the
Soundoran Communist Party, MHe spoke on the menace of the "Fifth Column” and
enphasized the contrast between Nezi barbarism smd what 1is its exact opposite,
the Soviet Regime which "has permitted individual liberty, collective libderty,
and shere the sabition of the workers is surpassed, and which likewise defends
with valor the public interest,” ete, Ie went on to eulogize the USSR, indieat-
ing it hes beem able to defend itself so well because it “represents the dearest
interests of the popular masses., Likewise something has been said concerning
the injustices engendered by the Capitalist regime., There has been some truth
and some exaggeration, but it is certain that it is not incumbent to introduce
surselves into such e delicate problem., Furthermore, it can be said that Imper- _
falism works for dangerous ends, but also we must recognize that it has its goed ‘“:
side with Churehill, Hoosevelt, Vallace and Willkie, the symbols of Demoeracy. :
1% is known to all that the era of economi¢ imperialism and dollar diplomacy hes
ended forever; the vision of the people of America must recognize the prineiples
expounded by the symbols of Demoeracy..." He continued to urge the uniting of
the lsboring eclass to bring about a genuine Democracy for the people of Heuador

after the present war,

The fourth spesker was BENNO WEISIR of Quito, am Austrian refugee news-
paper columnist and writer, whose topic was "The Anti~Fascist War, Our Var," and
his argument was that it is "our war" because winning it will mean the downfall
of Nazi-Fascism. UHe indicated thet much fear is held of the Joviet Union, but

in his opinion the sincerity of Russia should be apparent to all and "if the
world of tomorrow degenerstes it will not be the fault of Russise...”
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After the meeting RAYMOND MERICUET, in a private conversation, was
saked about the speech of BENNO WELISER and he replied that the talk had been all
right even if WEISik did not have the same idea in mind concerning "evolution to
Democracy” as the others, namely the "suppression of the influence of Capitalism
which prevents the development of a true Demooracy,"” MERIGUET stated thet the
removal of this lafiuence should be accomplished not now by the force of erme,
but gradually by securiug coatrol over the masses of the people. MURIGUET indi-
cated & definite anti-"Tankee" attitude, stating thet he did not trust a Czech
::-‘:h B:;Ta:r“m. D:; FaDiv Tf-uufiﬂfﬂ lt: ﬁ;u trenalating work in the Amer-

, & » because he was wor for the Yankees" and he wouldn't "trust
anybody who works for the Yankees.” " ”

At subsequent sessions of the Oremnizing Comnittee and the full Come
ference, it wes resolved to form a Coordinstion Commission which was to coordin-
ate the mut;u of the various local Anti-Faseist groups which MERIGUET planned
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“%0 form in all communities in Heusdor., Such Commission should be supported by
¢ the groups which sent delegates to the Provimeial Anti-Fascist Conference
~  and should be set up as a rival group to the presently existing Inter-Allied :
Committee (headed by FIERRE LAFARGUE) in which MERIGUET end the Anti-Faseist
groups wield little if any influence. For the purpose of working cut the pro- *
grans end policies the Conference proceeded to the election of four sub=~commit-
tees each comnsisting of three persons, It wes leter determined in private con=- |
versation with MERIGULT that he had cerefully arranged for at lesst one Commun- f
ist to be elected to each sub-Committee., The voting was conducted by roll esll 1
in particular sequence of the delegatecs to the conference, snd esch should
announce the neme of the person for whom he voted to be a member of the sub- §
committee under consideration. FPRIMITIVO BARRETO (Communist Farty member) was ;
placed at the top of the list of delegates amd, as had been anticipated by :
MERIGUET, the indifferent delegates voted for the candidates proposed by BARRETO
who voted first on esch ballot. Following the election of the sub=committees,
the President of the Conference, CESAR ENDARA G., a leading Communist who =t one
time studied in Russia, proposed that when the respective sub-committees hed
completed their work a permement cemiral coordination commission should be formed
to continue the work of orgenizing 2ll enti~Fascists in the country, to be come
posed of the cheirmen of the four sub-committees. Sueh proposel was adopted and
the Coordimation Commission was smecordingly formeéd, consisting of three Communists [
!

and one member of the soecimlist Party.

On September 27, 1943, ot 6:15 p.m, the finsl meeting of ¢ :
was held at thopSal.on uaxi{mo of’the Cmtrgl University, the spgnkonh:nm SAR® gt
gmu G., Communist lesder, CUSTAVU BEECERRA 0., Secretary-General of the Commun-

t Farty of Lcuador, and LUIS MALDOEADC (TAMAYD,, representing the Socislist
gy O officially listed as detogare’of The SoviRt G ARP1oHiCt1om

Following the conclusiocn of the week's deliberations, the Conference
plhlllh.@ & anall booklet entitled "INFORMES Y RESOLUCIONZS = 6mmcu FRO-
VINCIAL ANTIFASCISTA DE PICHINCHA." This booklet lists the following as officers

of the Conference:
; _ |

CESAR ENDARA G, = = = = = = President

LUIS MALDORADO (TAMAYC) = = Vice=lresident

ERNESTO ENDARA G, = = = - = Recording Seeretary
GUSTAVO CARAERA = = - = - - Corresponding Seeretary

. Of these the first two have been discussed sbove. BSTO ENDARA C. 4
stated by reliable Source B to be a brother of CESAR Eml;A Gepy and & h\u:;t“
Farty member, officer of the UNICN SINDICAL DEL PICHINCHA, and e correspondent
of VICANTE LOMBARDO (TOLEDANO), This source was unable to give any information
concerning tu_ background or aetivities of GUSTAVU CARRERA, t&nﬂh that he :
was 2 member of the Urganizing Committee of the Uonference. ‘

This bokl_ct further 1ists the following (ehntuhth Conference:
-s.. IR TRt al el T el




0 Antifeseists del Scuador - RAYMOND MERICUET, GUSTAVO BRECERRA, ENRIUE
VERDU (of whom the first two have already been discussed, and concern-
ing VERDU Source B was in possession of no informetion); |
Alianzs Democrstioa Zcustorians - Attorney ISAAC SANTOS (memtioned above); |
Union Sindical del Pichincha - PRIMITIVO BARNETO (mentioned above as a speaker r
at first session), MANURL RIVAS (a secretary of the Union Sindiesl),

and ERNESTU DDARA C. (mentioned above);
Union Cenarsl de leados de Comereio - GUSTAVO CARRERA (mentioned above),
' Lu1s DA (eoncerning whom Source E had no information);

Sindicsto Hacional de Bducadores = TIRSO COMELZ (no record in possession of :
Souree BJ;

Sindicato de Eseritores y Artistas = CARLOS BRAVOMALC R. (operator of Communist i
bookstore and memder of the rolitieal Buresu of the Communist Farty

of Beusdor mccording to Source B);
Partido Soelalista Jcustoriana = RUBEN SILVA (no record Source B) end JORGE

MALDONAD? C., (mentioned above);
Fartido Comunista Zeouatoriano - GUSTAVD VALENCI A (alsc head of Carpenters' Union),

CESAR INDARA G, (mentiomed mbove), end CARLOS LALAMA (also Treasurer
of the Zeuedoran Communist Farty,; _
Alismze lm Leustorisna - NELA MARTINEZ (known Party member and employee in J
section of the Co acion Scuatoriana de Fomento,;
agrupseion Cdtm de Trebajadores Lcustorianos "Lombardo Toledamno” - LUIS M. i
FAZNING (no record Source B except also known to be a member of Urgan~ i

{2ing Committee of the Conference), G!RARDO RAZA (no record Souree B), 4

and CESAR H. MOCOLLON éno record Source
Sindicato Union de Fabricas "21 de Enero" - LUIS aonﬁlmf. (no record Source B),

and VIOTOR PAZMINO (no record Sowrce B);

Sindicato & teria = MO B) i
sato &e ﬁnm ?;ﬂupn - ia “Dfl'o RIVERA (no record Source B), and i

Sindicato h Tradsjedores de la Madera = zma PAZEING (CABEZAS) (no record Source
B), end LUIS £, MONTINZECRC (who previcusly visited the United States
and Nexieo with GUSTAVO VALENCIA as representat ives of this (the Car-
peaters', uniecn);

Sooleded de Betuneros - LOFE LAFUERTA (no record Source B);

Sindicato de Fotografos - MICULL WENGEROW (ne record Souree B);

Siafieato Unico de Jastres y Modistas - JUSE ALVARD (PCE m) and ommm
TSRAY (no record Source B);

Comite de Impresa de la Fabrics de blcl de la Caja del Segurc = cmw ma-m.
and VICTOR LOFEZ (no record on either Source B) e i

Comite de Defensa Indigens = AURELIO PADILLA tmmngw‘m, ‘ |

Comite Indigens Antifascista de Yanahuanico = me UA im record m 3)3

Comite Indigens Antifascista de Juan Montalvo = JESUS GUALA (Communist Party
leader of the village of Cayambe, north of Guito);

Ascion Hepublicena Espanols = MANUEL OCANA (DORADO) 3

mm‘mmnyumua-ummmmmm

urce L except as members of t)
Mcum-m mm (no m;-l hegﬁ _ °
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ieneral - RAYMOND MERIGUET;

of the iﬂtlriot = RUBEN SILVA (no record Source B)j

, and ﬁmmmdin; Secretary - GUSTAVO CARRERA (no record Source B);

Statistical Secretary - LUIS M. PAZMING (mentioned above);

,fu‘ Agitation and Propsganda = LUIS AIMEIDA (no record Source B);

and Secretery of Fimancial Ald = GUSTAVG BECEERA O. (Seeretary-General

o iy the Communist FParty of Heusdor);

88 Secretary - CESAR MNDARA G. (mentioned above as PCE member);

daison Bfﬁeor with other Committees in the Republic = ERNESTO ENDARA G. (men=
tioned above as FCE member,;

Indian Representative = DOLORES CACUANGO (memtioned above).

o

" The members of the Regional Committee for the 3ierra of the Movimiento
Aqiuuchtl del Seuador sre listed as followae:

Secretary-General = - = = = - = = = = -~ RAYMOND MERIGUET
Treasurer » « = « = = = = = = -----GUbTAVDBEGERRAO.

Recording and Corresponding Seceretary - ENRIJUE VERDU

Secretary for Foreign Relations - - - - ABRAHAM FEICHER (no record Source B)
Fress Secretary - = = = = = = = = = = = MANUEL OCANA (DORADO)

First Secretary for Labor Reletions - - FRIMITIVO BARRBTO

3econd Secretary for Labor Relations =~ LSRNESTO ENDARA G.
jeeretary of Urgamization = = - = = = - DR, EDUARDC LUDENA (no mﬁ&mru B)
Propaganda Secretary - = = = = = = = = DR, EMILIO UZCATEGUI (no reecord Source B)

Secretary of the Feminine Section - - - NELA MARTINGEZ (mentioned sbove)

In addition to the above committees, the Seereteary-General of the
m Region Committee is given as ENRIWE CGIL (GILBERT) (Communist writer and
leader of Guayaquil) and the National Coordination Committee members are stated
to be ENRIQUE GIL (GILBERT) end RAYMJHD MERIGUET.,

In the booklet are set out the various resoclutions -lapm by the Con=
rlrnco concerning the fight against Fascism, the fight ageinst Fascism 1! Eun-
dor, the plan for organization of the Anti-Fascist movement in m
concerning the post-war era, Strict adherence to the terms of the mmu Charter
is proposed, and the full text of the latter document is set out. Indicative of
the efforts to infiltrate the Indian population of the country was the presenc
at the Conference of Indian delegetes from the Cayambe rﬂﬂ. DOLORES C. CUANGO
and JESUS GUALAVISI, whose pietures ere printed in the resolutions,
It has previously been noted that Communist ation tactics smong th
heve met with some success in the vicinity of e, ut very utth d.m

b ey ,lﬂfu‘e.
SRS SE L T

T ey tha&m uemm 18 w ATMGND WERTGUEY #tarted
mmmmumsumnww | was an organizing tour for
the Anti-Fascist movement, his object being to organize local committees in various
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AALBERTL X,
oL - in m.f I. k& mﬂully been reported, he was arrested by
 Buthorities for having obtained his permit by fraud and was sent to Male
Iado as & political prisomer, At the time of his srrest he had in his posses-
- .m&ﬁ- plan of the Anti-Feseist movement, thus refuting the asser-
~ %lom of his friends thet he wes no more than spending his vacation on the seae
- Jinee his arrest MERIGUET, sccordimg to the quito papars, has been
oonfined at the remote northern village of Maldonado snd uﬂna uﬂ-hntst
‘groups have been sttempting to secure his release.
M'iﬂ y BT ]
Beliable Source C has stated that the leader of the Fru Freneh
w FIERKE DENNIS of Quito will not sttempt to secure MERICUERT'e rilun to
: %0 North Afries and joinm the French forces, DENNIS has glven a8 his reason
j et he does not approve of fellow compatriots meddling in local polities and
=‘ fighting @ war with leaflets snd Communist propagenda inetead of with arms, ©n
Deceaber 28, 1943, MSRIGULT was still reported oonfined at Maldonado 'llm he
has tﬂnlud “ attention by professing %o go on hunger strikes, >

REVISIONS IN LIST OF PARTY MSMBERS AND SYMPATHIZERS

Reliable Source D, who is p.nonal.ly agquainted with . mhr ot the

uj:luhu.o listed below, m advised thal some persons in Eeusdor previously
liated as FCE (Partide mmiotn Seuatoriano, members are not in fact members,

%g:ﬂn be bas noted certain corrections. 1; theu names md mqtutg. 25

W LTS NAPOLEOR DILLON was ropert nl logdor of t& J\l,uia Eﬂﬂlutm‘_
w 9, 1925, which wes the beginni 3 f the Communist Perty in Leuador, and
's present wheresbouts were stated to be unknown. In faet DILLON died a
sumber of years agd,

O mm-u mtlr-listod as mmd Ilertnguet. His
nu tﬂo name is RAYMOMD JEAN mmw;x LGOUMAI,*. s
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| ALBERTO M, TORRES (VERA) of Cuayaquil, listed active Part
r, 18 in Paot now a traitor to the Communiat Phrty.“ & " g

e mm student at the Central University of Quito, is not in
Pu-t,‘ Communist Party leader, but an mctive member of the tewsdoran Socialist
I . e o &

Tt e. mm ¥., who for the past year has been Fresident of the
Houadoran Student Federation (Federacion de istudiantes de Tniversitarios del
Beuador), is likewise an sctive member of the Scuadoran Sceialist Party.

A probable addition to the list of actual Party members is the 3pamnish
Republican leader of Quito, MANUEZL OCANA (DORADC), who is Quito Correspondent
for the Guayaguil daily newspaper "El Telegrafo” and who is listed previoualy
in this memorandum as having taken an asctive part in the Anti-Fascist Confereunce,
Quito, deptember 20 - 27, 1943, He is known to be a great friend of RAYWOND
MERIGURT and has given many indications during recent months of close connections
with Communist asctivities in the uito area,

It should be noted in ewvaluating the significance of membership in the
Socialist Party of Zcuador that from 1925, when the Ecuadoran Communist Party
was formed, to 1930, when the severance occurred, the Socislist and Communist
Parties in this country were one and the same. For this reason it may be said
that many "Socialists" in Zcuador are thorough believers in Marxism and the Com=
munist doctrine, with the one exception that they feel it undesirable to submit
to the foreign directives of the now supposedly defunet Comintern. Likewise,
according to Source D, there are many Socislist Party members who would be Com=
munista were it not for the ill repute in which such Party is held by influentisl
eircles in Zeuador.

T R ———

FORMATION OF "JUVENTUD SOCIALISTA UNIFICADA"

Confidential Source D has further reliably advised that during recent
weeks, according to the above-mentioned JORCE ALMEIDA, younger members of the
Communist and Soeimlist Parties and of the Vanguardia Revoluciomaria Soeialista
have, in line with the unification efforts of the Communist Party, formed a new
and sofar secret organization known as the JUVENTUD SOCIALISTA UNIFICADA. It is
patterned after a similar group in Spein end its members need not dissociate
themselves from their own political parties. The gemeral purpose of the organ-
ization is to form a united front of the younger elements of the left-wing polit-
ical groups of EZcuador, The Board of Directors ineludes three Communists, three
Soeialists, one Vanguardista, sad two independents, although no fixed ratio has
been set. JORGE ALMEIDA is stated to have been elected iresident of the new
group and the FUE hes been accepted in the organization on the grounds that it
20 longer has foreign ties following the dissolution of the Comintern, Until
ﬂﬁu “:i:: :: t—h:. "Jmm:ﬁ'mmu“ 1;1;0-111\11; the existence of the orgamization
leftists and mnnr publish seecretly political umcaluu a ,&i&'.:{ 2‘
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Confidential Source £ has made a tour of verious bookshops im uito
which keave previously been noted as distributors of Communist propaganda.
Inspection of a considerable number of Communist =nd left-wing works failed to

reveal any further names of foreign bookstores or foreign sources of such
literature. i
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