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From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Subject: Communism and Trade Unions in Guayaquil, Ecuador

There is being transmitted herewith a memorandum obtained from a
confidential reliable source on Communism and Trade Uniapns in Guayaquil, Ecuador.
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MEMORANDUM

COMMUNISM AND TRADE UNIONS IN GUAYAQUIL, ECUADOR | \;‘

In Guayaguil and the Province of Guayas there exists a large ;‘i:
number of Labor Unions. Due primarily to the adoption of a labor code, Ay ]
copied from the Mexican code, they have been able to gather considerable ~y
strength during the past few years. Throughout these Unions there is [ 3
evidence of Commmistic influence but no evidence of organizers from
Communist Russia. The influence of Communism is manifested by the
tendency of the Union members to call each other "Comrede" and by the
prominent display of the insignia of Communist Russia on buildings
throughout the ecity.

]

Laborers have voluntarily adopted Communism, it is reported, t)
without any understanding of its principles; however, there has not been
any evidence of representatives from Russia working among the natives. .
The condition of the laborers in Ecuador has been compared with the cone
dition of the laborers of pre-Revolution Spain, and similarity of con-
ditions among those in Ecuador and among those of Spain before the
R;:olutim has caused considersble concern on the part of capitalists.
They realised thet the Unions are rapidly gaining -trcn;th,.bnmng..
more demanding in their claims, and will soon become e powerful end
dangerous force. oy adaiaram il il ot

The laborers of this region are Iﬁg‘oi'y Inﬁim a!;l na;nd% |
Mestizos., They have long lived under pqurtxgn#:icm.}og;ﬁ&‘.ki :nﬂ Ay I
sre almost wholly illiterate. The illiteracy, class distinction, low = =!
morals, and extremely low standards of living prevalent in this region @
contribute to the willingness of these workers to follow any lesder who 1o
g:::iau deliverance from the intolerable conditions under which they '
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511 o1t e Prosent leader of the Commmists in Guayaquil is Bnrique
recently won a small measure z fame with
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Party in Guayaquil is the Labor Union, Asociacion obr;;: E:{S‘::izizmn i
with eighty-five members in the Canton of Milagros ¥ {n this Canton
was formed om February 17, 1926, A list of the Uniong
which are strongly cm.tto is as follows:
1939.
Asocincion Perroviaria Guayaquil and Quito = formed December 8,

2o
Comite Sindical de Peluqueros - formed September 20, 1924, 25 member

Ftﬁd"uim Obrera del Milagro - formed May 3, 1928.
!

Sindieato de Panaderos - formed November 27, 1934 - 25 members.

' "
Sindicato de Obreros y Trabajedores Agricolas del Ingenio "San Carlos,

400 members, formed March 30, 1936.

su&luto de Obrercs y Trabn;jndores Agricolas y Azucareras del
Ingenio "Adelina Maris," -formed March 29, 1939.

Sind'}o.to de Trabajadores del Ingenio "Valdez," - formed March 6, 104 &8
Sinditeto de Obreros del Ingenio Rocafuerte = formed September 5, 1941,

Soaqi Mutus de Beneficencia de Naranjito - formed January 23, 1937
= 25 members.

mn% Obrerc del Milagro - formed March 11, 1938 - 40 members.

Another Uniom reported to be definitely Communistic is that of
the Comite de Empresa Trabajadores de Cemento Nacional, which was formed
December 13, 1940, In the Province of Guayas alone there probably exists
at least one hundred twenty-five small Labor Unions. The exact organi=
tational seteup supervising the activities of all these Unions is not
clear, and it is doubtful if their efforts are well coordinated; but the
fact that they exist, are rapidly gaining power, and are permeated with
Communistic tendencies makes them a force to be reckoned with as soon
as the right leader uppurl‘. '

Besides the Communistic outlook, the disututiod workers offer
& fertile field for Axis agents who wish to create disorder within Emﬁar
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