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Revol ution in Ecuador 

As you knoTt t he revolutionary for ces spcnsored by t he Alianz.a 
Democrati ca Ecuatori~ have been successful in overthrowing the Ecuadorian 
Government , and t he provisional government established by the revolutionary 
element has taken over control of t he Republic . 

It i s reliably reported that President Arroyo del Rio is presently 
i n asyl um in the Colombian Embassy, and that other members of the Cabinet ~ 
have sought t he protection of various Legations and Embassies in Quito. Hovr­
ever the 1:inister of Government, Aurelio Aguilar Vasquez , is reported to be 
in c~stoqy of the revolutionary elements now con£ined to the Federal jail at 
Q.lito. Alberto \,right Vallarino was at first reported to be confined to the 
Federal jail, however, it is now reported that his whereabouts is unknown. 
The ll.i.nister of Foreign Affairs , Dr . Francisco Guarderas (Perez) , has sought 
t he protectim of t he Brazilian cinbassy; Alberto Cucalon Jimenez, Minister of 
Public /orks, is residing under the protecti on of the Venezuelan .Embassy; and 
CarJos Roca Carbo, ~5.nister of Agriculture, is protected by shelter affor ded 
i n t he Cuban Embassy. 

As yet, ·no order has been issued for the arrest of Abelardo r .. 1ontalvo, 
Minister of Education, and Leopoldo N. Chavez , Minister of Soci a l ~elfare . 

~ Montalvo is presently residing at his home vlhile the whereabouts of Chavez 
has not yet been determined. 

. Velasco Ib~ra has now arrived in Quito and immediately upon his 
arr1. val, made a public address wherein he advised the icuadorian people that 
as of the ~oment h; .was assuming supreme power of govermnent and that he 
lrould appol.llt a cao1..net on the evening of June 1 1944. He further stated 
that an. ele?tion would be held within the next sixty days whereby members of 
a cc~s~~tut~o~al assembly would be chosen, and that the president of the 
repuolic 1tUUla then be selected by the assembly. Velasco Ibarra stated that 
t~e government would support the Allies, seek to better Latin American rela­
t~ons, and would support t he Gran Colombian political theory. 

C 1 Itb ~as been reported, but not confirmed, that the removal of the 
o om 1.an Ambassador to Ecuador, Gustavo Santos t d 1 the 
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Governn.ent because he was furthering the cause of Gran Colombia and indir tl 
t · th 1· t · al · t · ec Y vm.s promo 111 e po ~ ~c asp1.ra ~on of Velasco Ibarra. fhe Gran Colombia 

political theory, as you ~1m7, ~braces close cooperation between the countries 
situated in the northern area of South America . 

It is re "orted that t he Gonservative Party in hcuador will actively 
support ~elasco Ibarra, however, the oosi tion of other parties has not yet 
een ind.icateo. It i s sta ted that evidence exis t s indicating t he Socialist 

Party will not be loyal to Velasco and, as previousl y indicated, there is evi­
dence of ciissension among the parties that compose t h e Alianza. 

Prior to the r eturn of Velasco Ibarra vo Ecua dor when he assumed 
supr eme p01'1'er c f t.~e govet"r'..ment , i t was ascertained that member$ of the Govern­
ing Canrni.ttee o f :.he provisional P,overnment were in disat;reenent as to political 
policy and appointments . They lacked organization and took no steps t owa rd 
forming a cahinet and merely a•v.ai t ed the arrival of Velasco inasmuch as they 
believed that he was the only individual capable of uniting the var i ous pol i t i ­
cal factions !inich n1ade up the revolutionary element , and i t was ascertained 
tmt the Go~~rnin Committee was depending upon Velasco to initiat e an or derl y 
government. 

A reliable source has advised that t he Archbishop of Quito will not 
suprort Vel sco because of >.is rauarriage, vThich was accomplished as a r esult 
of a non-Catholic .:1ppr ovad d.:.vorce . 

Info u.ation has been received f r om Lima, Peru, wherein i t is stated 
t a t no official co-:n:nent has been made by the Peruvian Government concerning 
the Ecuadorian r evol t . ~xhaustive accounts of the r evolution have . been pri nted 
:ut the Lima ner1sparers , hcr.rrever, there is no indica tion that t he Ecuadorian 
revoluti on ~~1 have any ef fect on the people or government of Peru. 

h .:.s in.fonnation has been made available to the Amer ican &lbas sy at 
t , uador. 

cc - Director of 4;aval Intelligence 
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cc - Assistant Chief of Staff 
G- 2, War Department 
Washington, D. c. 

Attention: Colonel L. R. Forney 
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