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Subject: Beuadoran Goverument Fears Revolt Prior to National Blection,

June 2 and 3, 1944 . i g

As of possible interest to you, information has been rece

reliable nourcospin Bouador wherein it is reported that the E?uadorag gg;zrni:;nb
has shown great concernm over the tense political situation which is de Itpis
as the national election to be held on June 2 and 3, 1944, approaches. ol - ;
stated that political unrest and the reoccurring demonstrations in oppos 3 4
the incumbent govermment and the government's candidate for the presidencg.f 2 4
Miguel Angel Albormos, have resulted in minor street disturbances in whic o |
citizens have been killed and others have been wounded. Unconfirmed‘ reports \\L\%
indicate a plan is being formlated whereby a general strike will take place among |
the working class in Bouador in the event the government does not allow participa-

tion by the working people in an honest election,
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A ocsbinet meeting was held by President Arroyo on May 21 and again N
on May 22, 1944, for the purpose of discussing future action by the government. N
It was reliably stated that all individuals at these meetings agreed that the o
government could not maintain order at the time of or following the election, Q ;
and it was believed that there would, therefore, necessarily be extensive bloodshed O
Also in attendance at the cabinet meetings were Colonel Heotor Salgado, Chief of
the Bouadoran Carabineros, and a few high-ranking Army officers. As a result of
these meetings, it was unanimously agreed that a triumvirate should be formed
whioh would assume dictatorial power prior to the election, Members of the | (N
triumvirate were to include a Carabinero official, an Army official, and a civilianlOD
The identity of the civilian representative has not been ascertained., However, it y
is stated that Colonel Hector Salgado was egreed upon as the Carabinero represemntative
and General Romero of the Army has been mentioned but not accepted as the military
representative., Previous information has indicated that President Arroyo desired
to leave Ecuador following the national election inasmuch as he feared for his life.
It is now reported that President Arroyo will replace Colon Eloy Alfaro as the

ma:rm hha:udor to the United States., However, this information has not
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Quito, xﬂ“f:'li“:.inromtim has been made available to the American Embassy a‘ﬁ
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